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Dear Patricia Derian:

]
On July,1979, at 9:30 am in the Gold Room, 2168 Rayburn House

GFfice Euilding, Washington, D.C., a ceremony will be held to present
prominent American women with symbolic scarves from the relatives of
come of the more than 15,000 persons who have'disappeared” without a
trace for political reasons in Argentina since the 1976 military coup.
We invite you to receive a scarf, sambroidered by a mother or a ?rand-
mother with the names of thelr™diseppeared” chi¥dren or grandchildren.
They will be presented by & representative of the thousands of relatives
who continue to appeal in vain to the Argentine authoritlies about their

missing loved ones,

Thaose scarves have been made by a group of more than 2,000 women s,
wnown as the "Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo", who every Thursday met )
in silent protest in front of the Cass Rosada to press for further
informeiion about their relatives, These mothers have been harassed,
arrested, been now forbidden access to the Plaza, and some have even
"Jiseppearedthemseives as a result of their efforts. Representing no
political organization or party, they ask only the support of other
women and mothers who can bring attention to their plight and join
in their demand that their children be accounted for,

They write in a letter of March 21,1979,'"We are a group of mothers,
representative of thousands, who suffer anguish for lack of news about
our disappeared relatives.. We have exhausted all ltegal resources in our
country. The autnorities persist in keeping ominously silent about the
whereabours of our kidnapped relatives. There are hundreds of "“disappeared
children, innocent victims of this savage and indiscriminate repression
which has been carried ount over the past three yeatrs.., There are also
many children who were forced toc witness the torture of their parents...'

) The scarves will be pressnted to prominent women in America
in hope of bringing sufficlent pressue to bear on the Argentline authoritie:
to establish the whersabouts of the disappeared, We urge you te come and
receive & scarf. If you are unable to attend, please send a telegram of
support for the occasion and we will send you a scarf, '

FLDio3
_ Sincerely, R oy V1404
Lileen Adams Wendy T Turnbull Francesca S, Jeésup
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